Boulder Police Department Statement on retired officers and concealed weapons.  5/23/05
The purpose of this letter is to address your inquiry and concerns regarding the authority of retired Boulder Police Officers to carry concealed weapons.    

First, in Colorado, police chiefs are no longer authorized under state statute to issue concealed weapon permits.  These permits are now issued by the Sheriff of the county where you reside or work.  

Section 926C, of Chapter 44 of the United States Code (Carrying of concealed firearms by qualified retired law enforcement officers), allows “qualified retired law enforcement officers” to carry a concealed weapon.  In the Code, qualification is defined as follows:
1) retired in good standing from service with a public agency as a law enforcement officer, other than for reasons of mental instability;
2) before such retirement, was authorized by law to engage in or supervise the prevention, detection, investigation, or prosecution of, or the incarceration of any person for, any violation of law, and had statuary powers of arrest;

a. before such retirement, was regularly employed as a law enforcement officer for an aggregate of 15 years of more; or
b. retired from service with such agency, after completing any applicable    probationary period of such service, due to a service-connected disability, as determined by such agency;

3) has a non-forfeitable right to benefits under the retirement plan of the agency;

4) during the most recent 12-month period, has met, at the expense of the individual, the State’s standards for training and qualification for active law enforcement officers to carry firearms;
5) is not under the influence of alcohol or another intoxicating or hallucinatory drug or substance; and
6) is not prohibited by Federal law from receiving a firearm.
The identification required by this section is:

1) a photographic identification issued by the agency from which the individual retired from service as a law enforcement officer that indicates that the individual has, not less recently than one year before the date the individual is carrying the concealed firearm, been tested or otherwise found by the agency to meet the standards established by the agency for training and qualification for active law enforcement officers to carry a firearm of the same type as the concealed firearm; 
OR,
a. a photographic identification issued by the agency from which the individual retired from service as a law enforcement officer; and
b. a certification issued by the State in which the individual resides that indicates that the individual has, not less recently than one year before the date the individual is carrying the concealed firearm, been tested or otherwise found by the State to meet the standards established by the State for training and qualification for active law enforcement officers to carry a firearm of the same type as the concealed firearm. 

I would urge any retiree to read and become familiar with this law before carrying a concealed weapon.  Copies of the entire section, which includes some additional restrictions and provisions, can be found at www.carryconcealed.com

As indicated in the Code, a retired officer, at his/her own expense, can meet the testing requirement by asking the agency they retired from to provide proof that on an annual basis he/she met the standards established by the agency or the retired officer may ask the state in which they reside for an annual certification that they, on an annual basis, were either tested or otherwise found by the state to meet the standards established by the state for training and qualification of law enforcement officers.  Further, there does not appear to be an exception in the Code for the annual testing of retired officers who may still be certified.  It is also important to note that in Colorado an individual’s certification expires 3 years after they are no longer working as a peace officer.      

With all of this said, the Boulder Police Department is not in a position to provide an annual firearms qualification to its retirees, given that retirees have the option of going to the state in which they reside for the testing.  The Department will, however, continue to issue retired ID cards directly to members who retire in good standing.  These cards do not expire nor will they address any weapon qualification. 
Sincerely,

David D. Hayes

Deputy Chief of Police

